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Note of last City Regions Board meeting
	Title:


	City Regions Board

	Date:


	Friday 11 November 2016

	Venue:
	Rooms A&B, Ground Floor, Layden House, 76-86 Turnmill Street, London, EC1M 5LG

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions
	Action


<AI1>

	1  
	Welcome, Apologies and Declarations of Interest

 
	

	
	The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and listed apologies.

There were no declarations of interest.


	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Engaging Communities in Devolution and the LGA Devolution Support Offer

 
	

	
	Claire Hogan, Senior Adviser, introduced the item, updating members on recent LGA activity around community engagement on devolution and the LGA’s devolution support offer. She asked members for their reflections on work so far.

The following points were made:

· Members highlighted that devolution deals needed to support practical propositions to illustrate the benefit to the public. This would encourage public engagement. 

· Members noted there had been a limited response to council events on devolution in some areas.

· There was a request that the LGA refocused how it engaged councillors in the devolution dialogue, although it was acknowledged that council leaders could assist with keeping councillors informed about the debate.

· Communication techniques were discussed and the benefit of using different forms of social media to get the message on devolution across.

· There was a discussion about the benefits of the mayoral model and the asks areas made of government for deals.

Officers advised members that the LGA would continue to support councils with the negotiation and agreement of devolution deals, assisting with long-term strategic planning, governance arrangements and support for mayoral candidates (provided by the political group offices). 

The Chair asked members to contact Claire Hogan directly with any queries.

Decision:

The City Regions Board:

1. Noted the report.

Action:

1. LGA officers to continue to develop the devolution support offer in line with members’ steer.

	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	RSA Inclusive Growth Update

 
	

	
	Claire Hogan, Senior Adviser, introduced the item, providing an update on the activity of the RSA Inclusive Growth Commission since the last board meeting. She discussed the first draft submission on a call for evidence and recommendations from the Commission’s Interim report. She advised members that Charlotte Aldridge (RSA) would be attending the January board meeting to update members. Members were asked to reflect on the first draft of the LGA submission of evidence to the commission. 

The following points were made:

· Members requested that there was a stronger emphasis in the submission on the current financial challenges local government faced. 

· There was a request that links to evidence hearings were emailed directly to members.

· The dominance of private sector builders and lack of competition in the housing market was discussed. It was suggested that local authorities had a potential role as house builders. Problems caused by planning law were also touched upon.

· The security of tenancies and strong rent regulation were highlighted as important issues which should be included. An international comparison (Berlin) was suggested.

· Capacity in local government and understanding skills needs in local areas were discussed.

· There was a discussion around grammar schools and inclusivity, though there was disagreement over this point. Members suggested the curriculum, which was focused on GCSEs, A-Levels and University Entrance, needed to become more inclusive. Attitudes towards vocational qualifications needed to change.

· Members requested that the word generosity was removed from paragraph 50.

Decision:

The City Regions Board:

1. Noted the update. 

Actions:

1. Officers to make changes to the text of the draft submission in relation to: challenges LG faces as a result of continued reductions of funding, the role local government plays in aligning educational outcomes with growth opportunities, the potential role for LG as house builders. 
2. The links to the evidence hearings to be emailed directly to members.

	


</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	Note of the Previous Meeting

 
	

	
	It was noted that Cllr Tim Bick was not marked as present on the attendance record for the last meeting. MSO to correct this.

Decision:

The City Regions Board:

1. Agreed the notes as an accurate summary of the discussion.

Action:

1. MSO to add Cllr Tim Bick to the attendance record for the meeting on the 2nd September. 


	


</AI6>

<AI7>

	5  
	Skills and Employment Update

 
	

	
	Jasbir Jhas, Senior Adviser, introduced the item, providing an update on joint lobbying work between the City Regions and People and Places Boards on employment and skills. 

A discussion with members followed.

Decisions:

The City Regions Board:

1. Noted the update.

2. Agreed with the comments of the People and Places Board on this area.

	


</AI7>

<AI8>

	6  
	English local government's position following Britain's departure from the European Union

 
	

	
	Philip Clifford, Senior Adviser, introduced the item. The paper set out the details on English local government’s position following Britain’s departure from the European Union. 

A discussion with members followed.

Decision:

The City Regions Board:

1. Agreed to officers undertaking further work in this area.
Action:

1. Officers to continue work on this area in line with members’ steers and feedback to the board in January.


	


</AI11>

<AI12>

	7  
	AOB

 
	

	
	Claire Hogan, Senior Adviser, notified Members that the LGA had been approached (via the Labour Group office) to seek support for a research project to examine gender representation in local government as devolution progresses. Primarily the project will look to learn the lessons of other more devolved political systems internationally to understand what works in promoting better gender representation. 

Decision

The City Regions Board:

1. Agreed that this work should be supported as a cross party commission and agreed that officers should finalise an outline for the research with colleagues from IPPR.


	


</AI15>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chairman
	 Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Robert Light
	Kirklees Metropolitan Council

	
	Cllr Julie Dore
	Sheffield City Council


	Deputy-chairman
	 Cllr Liz Hazell
	Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Abigail Bell
	Hull City Council


	Members
	 Cllr Robert Alden
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr John Beesley
	Bournemouth Borough Council

	
	Cllr Martin Gannon
	Gateshead Council

	
	Cllr Helen Holland
	Bristol City Council

	
	Cllr Jean Stretton
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Mayor Joe Anderson OBE
	Liverpool City Council

	
	Cllr Jon Collins
	Nottingham City Council

	
	Cllr Peter John OBE
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Timothy Swift
	Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Simon Letts
	Southampton City Council

	
	Cllr Iain Roberts
	Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council


	Apologies
	 Cllr Sean Anstee
	Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Donna Jones JP
	Portsmouth City Council

	
	Cllr Samantha Dixon
	Cheshire West and Chester Council

	
	Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Warren Morgan
	Brighton & Hove City Council

	
	Cllr Sue Jeffrey
	Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council
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